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rates in accordance with the unsound policy forced 1882.
upon another Liberal Ministry by Sir Massey
Lopes ten years before. Great indeed, if not in-
surmountable, must have been the difficulties of the
subject when a great financier like Mr. Gladstone
could find no better way of reforming local taxation.
It is very strange,, too5 that the House of Commons
should have tolerated without a protest so grave
a departure from economic doctrine and public
thrift The unsound, unscientific, and irregular
connection between national taxes and local rates
has been a standing reproach to Chancellors of the
Exchequer since the year 1874.

Far more interesting., and far more important,, The parcel
than the Budget of 1882 was the Parcel Postpost
introduced by Mr. Fawcett, most active and suc-
cessful of all Postmasters-General For the purpose
of carrying out this excellent project Fawcett had
to negotiate with the railway companies, and a
very hard- bargain they drove. They succeeded in
securing for themselves more than half the pay-
ment, although the Government did two-thirds
of the work. And, inasmuch as the proportion
was fixed on the total receipts from the public,
the railways drew more as the traffic increased,
which is not the case with letters.1 The public,
however, paid little attention to details, and felt
thankful for the convenience without troubling
themselves about the money. Mr. Chamberlain's Electric
Electric Lighting Act was the first legislation AC! ms
which enabled Mr. Edison's great and splendid
discovery to be used by public bodies for public
purposes. The President of the Board of Trade
was thought by the House of Lords to have con-
sidered municipal authorities too much, and private
companies too little. The Peers succeeded in
extending the term of leases for lighting the streets,

1 Stephen's Life of Fawcett, pp. 416-418.